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QUEENSLAND FRUIT FLY 
979. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
My question is on behalf of Hon Dr Steve Thomas, who is on urgent parliamentary business. 
I refer to the outbreak of Queensland fruit fly—Qfly—in Perth. 
(1) What is the extent of the outbreak, including both the area of infestation and the numbers detected? 
(2) How many detections have been made in the last month and where have they been? 
(3) Is the government committed to the eradication of the Queensland fruit fly in Western Australia? 
(4) Is the government committed to maintaining the region’s Qfly area-of-freedom status? 
(5) What is the risk of the area-of-freedom status being lost? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
I note that over the years there have been a number of infestations of Qfly. In the past we have managed to eradicate 
it. 
(1) At the moment, the quarantine area is 2 052 hectares and includes part or all of the suburbs of Crawley, 

Nedlands, Shenton Park, Dalkeith, Claremont, Mt Claremont, Swanbourne, Peppermint Grove and Cottesloe. 
There have been 340 adult Qflies and 20 Qfly larvae detected in the quarantine area since 23 March 2020. 

(2) None. The last detection was a single larvae found in fruit from a property in Dalkeith on 21 August 2020. 
(3)–(4) Yes. 
(5) All operations in the quarantine area are aimed at maintaining area freedom. This requires significant 

eradication activities and a period of 12 weeks since the last Qfly adult or larval or detection. The Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development is working to achieve this, with the current situation 
indicating that this will be achieved by late December 2020. The department has over 200 staff dedicated 
to this response effort. 
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